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beyond this tale. John de Eure, Sheriff of York, had at
least direct evidence to offer. His wife had been given a
book by William de la Fenne, a Preceptor of the Temple;
this book taught that Christ was not the Son of God, but a
malefactor crucified for his sins. De la Fenne, who was in
custody, admitted giving the book to de Eure's wife but
swore that he knew nothing of its contents. A priest, Walter
de la Forde, deposed that another priest, William de
Raynbur, had spoken to him of a terrible confession made
by a Templar, Patrick Rippon. Rippon had admitted every
single crime now charged against the Order. Both Raynbur
and Rippon had since died, and de la Forde acknowledged
that the information had come to him only after the arrest
of the Templars.
A Franciscan, John Wedderal, in a written statement,
deposed that he had overheard a Templar lamenting, " Alas!
alas! that ever I was born, for I have denied God and become
the devil's man ". A knight declared that his grandfather,
who had entered the Temple, was believed to have been
murdered by the Templars for refusing to take part in
heretical practices. The witness had no evidence whatever:
he could only say that after entering the Order his grand-
father, a healthy man, had died in three days. It was reason-
able to assume that the brethren had murdered him!
Another witness had heard a Templar deny the immortality
of the soul, but he could not give the name of the Templar.
A Franciscan had been told of a boy who was killed by the
Templars after spying upon a chapter at which a member
was received. Another Franciscan spoke of a servant who
had been put to death for watching the worship of an idol by
the Templars. The witness's information, however, came
from a woman who had it from a man who knew of the
Incident only at second hand. A priest deposed that when
he wished to enter the Order, a member warned him against
it, saying that the Templars must swear three terrible vows,